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The Poor Man's Anſwer to the Rich 
ZH Aſſocĩators.“ 21 70 


I bo art thou, that thou ſhould'ſt be afraid of a Man that 
ſhall die, and of the Son of Man that ſhall be made as graſs, 
and forgetteſt THE LORD, THY MAKER ?—Cyy 
aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew 
my people their tranſgreſſion, aud the houſe of Jacob their 
Sins. —Iſaiah. Th. 

He that is firſt in his own cauſe ſeemeth juſt ; but his 
Neighbour cometh and ſearcheth him. Solomon. > 


W HERE A8, great numbers of advertiſements have 
VV lately appeared in the public papers, repreſent- 
ing the Britiſh Empire to be at preſent in a free, proſ- 
perous, and happy condition; and whereas it appears 
to the author of this paper, that the ſituation of a great 
multitude of its inhabitants is flaviſh, beggarly, and 
wretched. — he therefore thinks it his duty—as a Man 
-an Engliſhman—and above all as a believer and re: 
joicer in the miſſions of Moſes and of Jeſus Chriſt, thus 
publicly to declare his ſentiments ot the preſent ſtate 
of the Nation ; that if it pleafe God, he may be a means 
of good both tothe poor and the rich; for as extortion 
drives the poor and afflicted into many crimes and pu- 
niſhments,—ſo, on the other hand, the diſhoneſt, un- 
chriſtian, oppreſſive wealth of the rich, drowns them in 
pride, covetouſneſs, idleneſs, luxury, pleaſure, and ever- 
laſting perdition. | ä 
Neither does he think that his having publiſhed the 
ſubſtance of what he now advances, ſeveral times before; 
is a {ſufficient reaſon why he ſhould be filent : but on the 
contrary, he apprehends that ſo long as wicked, ſelfiſh, 
or miſtaken men oppreſs, and endeavour to deceive, it 
is the duty of every chriſtian, ſo tar as his ability or 
influence extends, to furnifh an antidote, and bear a 
teſtimony for mercy and truth: certainly, the longeſt: 
labor will. be ſhort, and the heavieſt ſufferings light, to 
him who ſees and knows.the God and Father of Jeſus 
Chriſt! e e 
Whoſe pretence is to preſerve liberty and property but whoſe: 
real aim ſeems to be to perſuade the Nation, that if the government, 


make laws which allow honeſt, labouring men to have only half /o 

much ae Hou raiment as their forefathers had, they ought to be con- 
tepteg and happy with. it—iz order that the Aſſociators ma ©; 
double the quantity that their anceſtors had! — — 
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As a proteſt, therefore, againſt the aſſertions of our 
preſent freedom, proſperity and happineſs, which have 
been lately ſo profuſely and publicly made, the fol- 
lowing ſelection of circumſtances is produced, as part 
of our National evils and grievances © © 

The very imperfect ſtate of Parliamentary repreſen- 
tation;—the major part of the nation not being repre- 
ſented at all ;—the time for which members are returned 
being more than double the length it ought to be, and 
the qualification or property required by the preſent law 
in a repreſentative, being ſuch as wholly excludes moſt 
of the beſt judges of the ſtate and neceſſities of the 
poor from any ſhare in 1 | Ho 

The great neglect of proper inſtruction and education 
. among poor children 1n general ;—their parents not 

being able; and the clergy, whoſe proper buſineſs it is 
to ſee after it or do it, nat being willing; and the ci- 
vil government ſeeming to think it a matter of little con- 
ſequence;— they are thereſore left an eaſy prey to the 
original baſeneſs of human nature — to the neceſlities of 
hard times — and to the temptations and ſnares ſpread 


for them by ſuch as have already begun a courſe of 


actual wickedneſs. III. 
The enormous, intollerable load of duties and taxes; 
— which 1s a means of bringing many to wretched ends, 
by driving them to deluſive, dangerous methods of keep- 
ing pace with their expences ; {uch as trading upon a 
paper (bill or note) capital, advertiſing and ticketing 
goods under price, felling by Auction, travelling and 
Keeping fairs at great expences, & c. &c, which ways 
often lead to inſolvencies, drunkenneſs, whoredom, 
ſwindling, ſmuggling, coining, forgery, theft, robbery, 
ruin ? both in this world and the next. * 


Gentlemen, for God's ſake, for your own ſakes, and for the 
fake of the Nation in general, divide the farms and commons, &c. and 
let the deſerving poor have ſmall parcels of land 7 dig, at reaſonable 
rents. —Cut up the very rocts of 42 and wickednels in general, by 

thus railing a ſtandard for the ſupport, encouragement, and reward of 


ſobriety, honeſty, induſtry, and a well-govern'd, orderly family; that 


by this means, and the bleſſing of God, the rapid increaſe of infolven- 
_ cies, poor-rates, tranſportations, and executions, &c may be not only 

Popped, but even reduced far below the experience of former tines, or 
the preſent fate of neighbouring Nations,—-May the good, Almighty 
God ſay. Amen? b 4 V 


SY 
The exceſſive height of rents; and the monopoly of 
lands, or letting large farms; — which bad cuſtom crowds 
trade, and eſpecially. Shopkeeping, in an inſupportable 
manner; and alſo hinders the produce of the neceſſaries 
of life; which might be rais'd in double quantities upon 
ſmall diviſions of land, at reaſonable rents. 


The great quantity of uncultivated ground, lying in 
foreſts, moors and commons ;—which if divided into 
ſmall parcels and cultivated, wou'd, employ and com- 
fortably maintain many thouſands of families more than 
at preſent ; to the national benefit as well as 7heir own, 


VI. 


The great diſproportion between the rates or wages 


both in body and mind. 


of labor, and the prices of neceſſaries, or the expences 


of living, among the majority of the working-people in 
this kingdom ;—which has been gradually increaſing 
for-many years paſt, and drives great numbers to priſons, 
tranſportation, and the 1 | Br 
The exceſſive number of Horſes, eſpecially Coach, 
Chaiſe, Hunting, and Race Horſes ;—-which"may truly 
be ſkid to live upon the fleſh of the poor !—as to the im- 
menſe, burdenſome number of Waggon Horſes at preſent 
employ'd upon the roads, I cannot immediately recolle& 
a better way of leflening it than for the government 
to promote and encourage by all proper, reaſonable, 
and poſſible means, the ſpirit of inland-navigation ;== 
and I heartily wiſh that the ox and the ſpade might be 
ſubſtituted for very many of the horſes at preſent us'd 
even in huſbandry, VIII. | 
The excluſive privileges, franchiſes, or charters, poſ- 
ſeſſed by many trades, and corparations, &c;—which 
often prevents diftrefſed men from getting a living in 
{ome other trade or place, when their own fails; and is 
therefore a means of bringing families upon the pariſh, 
or to worſe expedients. as bh 
The preſent mode of levying or raiſing the poor-rates 


- according to rents ;—which bears much toe hard upon 


* 


—— - 


the poorer "LM of houſekeepers and tradeſmen ; many 
» an, honeſt man who is. ſtriving, hard to pay his debts, or 

keep.his family from the pariſh, which perhaps he can 
ſcarcely do, is yet obliged to pay as large a poor-rate as 
ſome of: his neighbours who are worth hundreds or thou- 
ſands of pounds :—rates ought to be laid upon real or 

perſonal eſtates, or 0201 property, and not upon rents. 


The preſent. ſtate of the poor-laws and workhouſes; 
many a poor perſon (and ſometimes too when death 
is near) being dragg'd from a place where he has been 
ſettled many years, to one where he has neither friend 
nor acquaintance, nor any proſpect of employment in 
caſe of recovery: and all he has to expect is confinement in 
a workhouſe, where he muſt be denied ſome ſorts of food 
.which by cuſtom are perhaps become almoſt as neceſſary to 
him as a ſhirt or a coat: Many alfo among the working 

eople or. lower ſorts of tradeſmen who haye lived in a 
ſober, cleanly, decent, quiet manner, being by a large 
family, ſickneſs, want of work, decay of trade, loſles, 
old age, &c. reduced to the pariſh, have no-alternative 
but either to ſtarve at home, or be confined | in the work- 
houſe with a noiſy, dirty, profligate company; and per- 
haps put 2 or 3 or 4 into one bed, and half a dozen or 
half. a ſcore ſuch bed-fulls in one room ;— oftentimes 
farm'd out to be provided with food and cloathing at 
28. 6d. or 38. a head per weck, and made to work when 
humanity or mercy points to reſt | in age, and to education 
in childhood, —and under this head may be mentioned 
the very great want there is, eſpecially in London, of 
an inſtitution for the relief or reception of poor, diſtreſ- 
ſed. foreigners, and alſo Scotch and Iriſh ; the want of 
which is alone ſufficient to deprive the nation of its boaſted 
character of mercy or charity. 

XI. 

: The .'Tythe and Church- rate laws, akd the penal ſta, 
utes exiſting againſt honeſt, conſciencious diſſenters; 
which are , utterly contrary to the freedom ordained 
by the law of Chriſt, and have a great tendency to de- 
ſtory peace of mind, and turn a incete man into a 

Fee . 
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The exiſtance of the ſlave trade; which is not only 
productive, as hath been publicly and fully proved, 
of much miſery and wretchedneſs and deſtruction in 
Africa and the Weſt-Indies; but is alſo the cauſe of a 
great weight of ſorrow here in England; ſome who (in 
part at leaſt) have left off the uſe of ſugar, on account of 
the channel it comes by, having found by experience 
that cuſtom has made it to them as defireable as any other 
article of food which they make uſe of; and more eſpe- 
cially as the production of honey has been fo much neg- 
lected that it is now not to be got as a ſubſtitute for 
ſugar, either as to quantity or price, for poor people. 


If I had time and ability, it were eaſy to ſwell this com- 
plaiat to a great length by a catalogue of real evils and 
/ grievances, which now exiſt in this kingdom—Lotrteries 
the national debt and the practiſe of Funding -Preſs 
Warrants—Exciſe—inadequate pay of private Soldiers 
—yretched, inhuman ſtate of the priſons*—intollerable 
expence and tediouſneſs of ſuits at Law, which utterly 
exclude many poor from juſtice—the pride, covetoul- 
neſs, idleneſs, and flatteries of the clergy—the encou- 
ragement given by government to addrefſes and con- 
ratulations, &c. and the diſcouragement to petitions or 
com plaints—the frequent want of work among the poor 
in many parts of the kingdom, which might eafily be 
remedied by diyiding farms and commons, &ckac. 
Oh! Legiſlators, how many mouths might you have 
| ſaved from curſing and imprecation—how many backs 
| from ſtripes—how many drunkards from the public-" 
houſe—how many proſtitutes from the brothel and the 
ſtreet—how many necks from the gallows—how many 
aching hearts from croſſing the Ocean, never to return, 
—1n ſhort, how many poor wretches, ruined both in body, 
ſoul, and circumſtances—a curſe to themſelves and to 
every one about them—might. have paſs'd their days in 
credit and comfort, and with benefit to the.community, 
» 1 and 
* ® In December laſt James Mac Curdy a ſober, honeſt} poor man, 
was ſent to Clerkenwell Bridewell for ſelling a publication like this; 
where in 2 or 3 weeks he loſt his life, before he was brought into 


Court;-and I am "pI Y that his death was occafioned by the 
mere want of neceſſary food and lodging, &c. is not this murder? 


4 


6 | 
and bleſſings to dk if 20 had taken as much 
pains to cultivate, improve and reward truth, witdom, 
honeſty, ſobriety, induſtry, goodneſs in ſhort, CHRIS- 
TIANITY—as you have to procure the pleaſures, 
honors, or profits of which in a few yeats you mult give 
up the poſſeſſion, and perhaps even with a wiſh that you 
had never had it ! | 

O King and Maker of Heaven and Earth ! Father of 
Jeſus Chrift, - behold how Thy material, ſenfitive, and 
rational creations are deftroyed by the pride, cruelty, 
covetoulnefs, luxury, and 1dleneſs of our teachers and 
governors ! they have been chaftened and warned, but 
they refuſe to hear either Thy rod, or the voice of their 
poor, oppreſſed brethren. Oh ! look upon the affliction 
and the miſery that is in this Empire, and throughout 
Europe, and pour out Thy ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tion upon us Fafferers, that we may- turn from fin, and 
cry unto Thee in a language which Thou wilt accept ! 
Our eyes are upon Thy mercy, O Lord of Kings and 
Rulers ! let it be ſeen that Thou art the ſame now as in 
the days of Moſes and of Jeſus Chriſt ; when Thou ſcat- 
teredſt the proud, and put down the mighty from their 
ſeats, and exalted them of low degree 


By the laws of God and reaſon every ſober, honeſt, . 
induſtrious man has a right to marry ;—and if he takes 
a wife at the moſt proper and natural time of life, he 
may reaſonably expect a child every year for ſeveral 


years: - now ſuppoſe a man to have 6 or 8 children in 
as many years, what right has he to expect any help 


From his wife towards maintaining herſelf or them, dur- 
ing that time ?—1s not the bearing and care of the 
children, together with the various labours of making, 
mending, and waſhing of cloaths; dreffing food ; 
keeping the houſe and bedding clean, &c.&c. a ſufficient 
wor * ber ?—neither ought any ſupport to be ex- 
pected from the children at that age, eſpecially in a 
country the national religion of which makes it the duty 


of every individual to learn and read the Scriptures, 


the proper age to begin which is childhood. 
Suppoſe next that ſuch a man earns gs. a week con- 
ſtantly, (excluding any loſs by ſickneſs, bad weather, 
want of work, &e, although thoufands, yea I believe 
; many 


many ten thouſands of hard-working men do not earn 
more than from 6s. to 88. a week) if we deduct 18. a 
week for rent, 1s. a weck for firing and candles, and 
three halfpence a day for bread to each, one with an- 
other, we ſhall find his whole earnings fwallowed up, 
without the leaſt reſerve for cloathing, bedding, furni- 
tare, fleſh-meat, cheeſe, : butter, beer, ſoap; tea, or 
ſugar, &c. 2 

If it be aſked how the deficiency is made up when 
tabouring men of 6 or 9s. a week wages do get families 
of 6 or 8 ſmall children, and notwithſtanding get ſome 
fort of cloathing, bedding, and furniture, &c. &c. I 
anſwer, that ſtealing, robbing, begging, oppreſſive and 
unequal poor-rates, exceſſive labor, neglected education, 
vagabond children, an uninformed mind, a ſtarved 
weakened body, a deſerted God, a bartered conſcience, 
are ſome of thetircumſtances which unriddle the myſtery. 
In a ſcriptural ſenſe of the word, I believe this land 
flows with human blood, and is filled with murders :. 
multitudes mav perhaps be pronounced among the mur- 
dered before they are begotten, by the hindrances of 
marriage, ariſing from the difficulty of providing for a 
family ;—and many I believe may be ſaid to be. mur- 


dered before they are born, by the want of neceſſaries 


and hard-labor undergone by their mothers; and 


thouſands of working-men have their lives greatly 


ſhortened by the exceſſive quantity of ſtrong liquor 
which they drink to ſupport *em under a labour too 
great for a human being; - and many men, women and 
children, are killed by mere fatigue, and cold, and hun- 
ger, and grief ;—and I have alſo ao doubt but many of 
thoſe who are brought to an untimely end by impriſon- 


ment, tranſportation, the gallows, ſuiciſm, whoredom, ' 


and war, &c. are in the book of the righteous JUDGR 
of all the earth, ſet down as murdered !—and I am fur- 
ther perſuaded that the cruelty exerciſed to the brute 
creation (eſpecially horſes) in this Kingdom, is a very 


great addition to the account of our fins :—indeed the 


immenſe number of horſes is a curſe to both poor and 
rich; for they eat up the land which ſhou'd feed the 


poor, and the keeping, encouraging, or permitting ſo 


many of em is a heavy fin upon the heads of the rich, 


8 | 
A few wards more—to all . and el 
ally thoſe who take upon themſelves the office of guides 
or teachers. - Remember, that God is no reſpector of 
perſons, but that an ungodly rich man- ſhall as ſurely 
periſh as an ungodly poor one, that pride, covetouſneſs, 
oppreſſion, extortion, pleaſure, luxury, and uncharita- 
bleneſs, are as certain, true, real marks of an ungodly, 
wicked man; as theft, robbery, rebellion, drunkenneſs, 
profane {wearing, or whoredom.—Thar neceflary food 
and raiment &c. is one part of the promiſes of God; or 
the charter of a chriſtian; and therefore to be endea- 
youred for by all lawful means; which means extend- 
to laying the caſe of the poor or oppreſſed before the 
rich and powerful, as well as relieving them, when able, 
out of our own ſubſtance.— That as the influence of the 
great is more extenſive, and their ſituation more reſpon- 
{ible than others; fo it ſeems.rea{onable, and the duty of. 
ſervants of God, and preachers of righteouſneſs, to uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours to correct the vices and heal the 
errors and cleanſe the corruptions of Rulers and Gov- 
ernors, whether temporal or {piritual. 8 
May the God and Father of Mofes and of Iſaiah and 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel and the reſt of the prophets of the 
- - old teſtament;*® and of Jeſus Chriſt. and his Apoſtles and 
Saints of the new teſtament;*pour out a glorious portion 
ef His holy Spirit upon the preſent generation l- Alas, 
it is a time of great leanneſs, blindneſs, nakedneſs, and 
wretchedneſs! but He who can turn darkneſs into light, 
and is able even out of ſtones to raiſe up faithful ſons; 
and daughters »f Abraham, can make a Nation of ſpi- 
ritual | real] Kings and Prieſts, even in this degenerate, 
ume and country !—Amen ; even ſo come, by Thine 
Holy Spirit, Lord God of Almighty Power and Wiſdom 
and Glory and Mercy and Love and Happineſs, fot. 
Thy Mercy's Sake! So prays one who, thus, for many 
years has been a faithful Subject to the government, and: 
a friend to both poor and rich, | 


Feb. iſt, 1793. THOMAS BENTLEY. : | 


4? Who were not afraid to ſpeak the truth to their Rulers, however 
harſh or ſeditious it might feem, or whatever might be the conſes 
quence to themſelves, | 
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